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‘‘The Play’s the thing !""--Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Covent Garden Cheatre. 

To-night the Melo-drama of The Tale of Mystery will be revived. 
Our readers perhaps are not aware that The Tale of Mystery is the 
first Melo-.drama that was ever acted in this country; the following is 
one of the puffs introductory, which appeared in the Journals of No- 
vember, 1802, ‘The new entertainment called The Tale of Mystery, 
announced at Covent Garden Theatre, is entitled a Melo-drama. As 
this term is strange to our language, it may be necessary to state that 
in Italy and France wherever music without.recitative is introdaced to 
enforee passion it is called Melo-drama; but the term is still more 
common ia Dramas of a mixed kind, in which are found Tragedy, Co- 
medy, Farce, and Pantomime, with singing, dancing, and combatting.”’ 
Although some of our contemporaries denied the trath of our re- 
port that Mayerbeer’s Opera of Robert le Diable was ia preparation 
at this Theatre, the bills of yesterday proved we were right, by an- 
nouneing its performance on ae | next, the same evening it was 
announeed for at the rival Theatre. It is cast with all the musical ta- 
lent of the company, and no expense has been spared to get it up in 
a style worthy the subject. It is christened The Fiend Father. Cin- 
derella, and the Pantumime were the amusements of yesterday even- 
ree. Mies Inverarity as the heroine of the Opera sang most delight- 
fally, she was well supported by Wilson, the Misses Cawse, G. 
Penson. The acting of Penson merits the highest commendation. 
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Mrurp Dane Cheatre. 

Bickerstarr’s Comic Opera of Love in a Village was performed at 
this Theatre last evening, when Mrs Wood, who seems to have re- 
gained entire possession of all her powers of voice, appeared for the 
second time since her indisposition as osetia. A precise looking, (and 
we conjectare, a maiden) lady, who sat near we, appeared to be very 
much scandalised with the rotendity of Lucinda’s figare, acd gave au- 
dible vent to her diesatisfaction; she certainly looked as if she had de- 
ferred her elopement a little too long. Farren, and Mrs C.Jones, acted 
admirably as the Justice, and “unt Deborah, but J. Russell did not 
please us in Hedge, after Harley. Soane’s Melo-drama of The Falls 
+ oy Clyde was the afterpiece ; Miss Kenneth by her performance of 

must have made a rapid stride in the good opinion of her avdi- 
ence; highly as we have thought of her from her début, we confess 
that even we were greatly surprised by the touching beauty of her 
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acting, it might bear comparison with that of her great prototype, 
Miss Kelly—we can offer her no higher praise. Brindal, Cooper, and 
H. Johnston, did justice to their author, and their own reputations ; 
the Scotch of the latter gentleman is, we think, a little too racy, it is 
almost unintelligible to southern ears. He is about to appear in the 
characters of Sir Perlinax Macsycophant, and Archy Macsarcasm. 
Private Theatricals have not been so fashionable among the Aristo- 
cracy fur the last half century as.they are at,the\present moment. Be- 
sides the performances at the Duchess of Bedford, the Marchioness 
of Londonderry, Countess of Chesterfield, and Lord Burghersh’s, there. 
has been a performance at the apartments of Mrs Sheridan, at Hamp- 
ton Court, in which the grandchildren of, the Sheridan were the prin- 
cipal actors, and one of them, the Honorable Mrs Norton, was the, 
authoress of all the three pieces. me ant : 


Fashionable Lounges 
To the Editor of The Theatricat Observer. re 
DearMrEpitrora—Beg pardon, hope I don't intrude —but will you excuse me,. 
1 have to mention, that l’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends,. 
and the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Loungcg about town. . 

Monday call at the Queen’s Bazaar 78, Oxford Street—splendic ry fitted-up and 
magnificently arranged—visit the British Diorama, the 4'Views, by. Stanfielc, 
highly interesting—Lounge in the Physio ama,..14, Views from.all parts. of the 
world truly unique and beautiful—Step into the Room. where Burns’s Joli: 
Beggars are exhibited, composed of § Figures, the size of life, by the self- 
taught Scottish Artist, which fer delicate conceptton, gracefatness of attitude. 
proportion of parts, & exquisite finish of workmanship have never been equallec . 

Afterwards, I inspect the wonder of wonders, TheGigantic Whale, the length. 
of which is 95 feet, at the handsome Pavilion, Charing-Cross,—hundreds of 
the curious, visit this Queen of the Seas, which excites ‘the admiration, and 
astonishment of the public. . os teas tart erent. 

Tuesday, call at the Egyptian Hall Bazaar, Piccadilly,.to hear the Double 
Sighted Highland Youth—found the room crowded with nobility f.om all parts. 
of the Continent—(by the bye, he quite delighted their Majesties, Prince George, 
and a numerous party, at the Pavilion,) will exhibit every half-hour from 12te 
dusk—must not failto drop in—wouldn’t missseeing such a wonder for the. world 

To-morrow I anticipate a delightful hour in examining The Automatons, at 2d ; 
Old Bond Street—The Musical Lady, Juvenile Artist, Magician, Rope Dancer, 
Walking Figure, Magnificent Vase, &c. also a Mechanical Moving Cosmorama. 
These singular curiosities, [ am told, will shortly leave England for America. 

Or Friday, 1 pop in to examine Dliss Linwvod’s curious Needie-Work, in 
Leicester Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Drop in at TaTE’s, 49, Leicester Square, where there is a matchless re-union 
of articles of taste and virtu, and everything that is rare in Marbles, Bronzes, 
Pictures, China, Bijouterie, and costly Furaitere—must provide myself with a 
set of his casts, in bronze, of living characters, executed &@ meérveilie, striking 
likenesses, and very cheap. . ' 

Saturday evening call in at Brett's, 109, Drury Lane, for my weekly allow- 
ence of Cream of the Valley, and Patént Brandy, as recommended by my Phy- 
sician. Can’t bear to give trouble; so just pop a couple of bottles in wy pockets, 
and order a gailon of each to be sent. to Mrs.——, who, though a most exem- 
plary member of the Tempeiance Society, has no objection to a drup of good 
siuff, taken medicinally. 

Last night I had a puzzler ;—just as I was putting on my night cap, * Pav,” 
said Mrs. Pry, “what is mre: brilliant than Peak’s wit, or blacker than Miss 
Love’s eyes? I made a hit-~Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isu’t that a good one ?— 
but I intrude, beg pardon, your’s. &e. PAUL PRY. 


Painted & _ Published yee Morning, by E. Tuomas, Kxeter Street, opposite 
Exeter Hall, Strand.—Al letters to be’post paid. 
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- Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. : 


This Evening, (11th time) the Domestic Drama, called 


THE RENT'DAY. 


In the course of which, will be realized the Subjects of the popular Engrave 
~ inge after WiLkIe ;—viz. 


: The Rent Day,’ & The Distraining for Rent.’ 
Grantley, Mr BRINDAL, | Old Crumbs, Mr YOUNGE, 
Martin Heywood, Mr WALLACK, Toby Heywood, Mr COOPER, 
Ball-frog,. Mr HARLEY, Hystop, Mr BEDFORD, 
Silver Jack, Mr H..WALLACK, Beanstalk, Mr HUGHES, 
Stephen, Mr Salter, ‘Burly, Mr Hatton, - Sailor, Mr Eaton, 
- Kirst Farmer, Mr Featon, Second Poseurs Mr C. Jones. 
Rachel Heywood, Miss PHIILLIPS, Polly Briggs, Mrs HUMBY 


After which, (first time,) a Farce, in 2 Acts, ealled 


The Self-Tormentor ; 


OR, WHIMS & FANCIES. 
Mr Crotchet. bSrematalal We 14 a0ire oamséts Mr FARREN, 
Edward Winstanley, Mr BRINDAL, 
Winstanley, Mr YOUNGE, - Osborn, Mr BALLS, 
i“ Jeffry, Mr HARLEY, 
ce Brimmer, Mr HONNER, Stockfish, Mr YARNOLD, 
Dr Potine, Mr B. HILL, Williams, Mr Eaton, - 
~ James, Mr Bishop, Gregory, Mr Cowin, = 
Guest, : ‘Mr. J. Jones, Clerk, Mr Rayner. 
--: . Maria, Miss GORDON, 
Mrs Cuseieets 36 35 F0846000%. Mrs BROAD, 
Becky Barnes, Mrs ORGER, 
i No oo 0d 00.8 4c ees oe Mrs Cc. JONES. 


» To conclude with (first time these 10 years), 


The Tale of Mystery. 


_ . Bonamo, Mr YOUNGE, 

Count (NT ERAS AE Peter: Mr H. JOHNSON, 
Francisco, .Mr H. WALLACK, 
Stephano, Mr BRINDAL, ‘Montano, Mr C. JONES, 
Michelli, | (the Miller) Mr J. RUSSELL, 

’-. Malvoglio, Mr Howell, 
ee. . Mr SALTER, ~ Fabio, Mr BISHOP, 
r ‘Exempt, Mr Cooke, Archer, Mr Brown, 
. Selina, Miss KENNETH, 
a ee Mrs C, JONES. 














Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Comic Opera of . - 


The Haunted Tower. 


Lord William, Mr BRAHAM, Edward, Mr G. PENSON, 
Baron of Oakland, Mr BARTLEY, Hugo, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
De Courcy, Mr BAKER, Charles, Mr MORLEY, 

Robert, Mr Evans, Martin, Mr Henry, Lewis, Mr MEADOWS, 
Lady Elinor, Miss INVERARITY, 

Adela, MissSHIRREFF,  _ Cicely, Miss CAWSE, 

Maud, Mrs TAYLEURE.. _—s_- , 
In the Opera, the following Pieces of Music will be sung ; 

ACT L._—Choras—To Albion’sGenius Song—Braham—From Hope’s 
fond dream Song, Miss Iaverarity-Tho’ Pity cannotdeny Song, 
Miss Cawse—Nature to Woman Song, Mr Evans, and Chorus— 
Hark, the sweet Horn Song, Miss Shirref—Whither my Love 
Duet, Miss Shirreff, and Mr G. Penson—Will great Lords Seng, 
Mr Morley—My Native Land Trio, Mr Brabam, Miss Inverarity, 
and Miss Cawse—Against the shaft. 

ACT IL—Song, Miss Shirreff—Be mine, tender passion Song, Miss 
Inverarity—Sweet Hope. Song, Mr Braham-~-Tho’ Time has/from 
your Lordship’s Face Song, Mr G. Pensay—I heveGold Sestetto, 
Messrs Braham, G. Penson, Morley, MissShirre€, Miss Ioverarity, 
Miss Cawse—By mutual Love deli de— Oh! the Roast. - 
Beefof Old Englasd Atrah@Choras—-Mibeinveratity, \wse, 

Lei ce aD. S” maenece Seen 

Song, Miss reg- ig magrays ¢ oar - 
ham—The Bewilder’d Maid Duet, DiissShirreff vod Mr Beale 
Pretty Maiden Song, Miss Inverarity—O, how in Life’s fair Morp- 
ing Duet, Miss‘Shirreff and Miss Inverarity-—Begone ! I disebarge 

w Song, Mr Braham—Spirit of my sainted Sire. Catch, Mesers 
vens, Heary, Meats, &c.—As now we're met Fisale—MissShir- 
reff, Miss Inverarity, Mr Bsaham, & Choras--The banish’d ills of 


A Day after the Wedding. 
Lord Henry..... «..Mr SET, James.......Mr TU , 


.~>  Golonet Freelove, Mr ABBOTT, 
LadyElisbeth Freslove, Miss E.TREE, Mrs Davis, MrsTAYLEURE. 


_ Te eonelede with the Farce of 


Montmorency, Mr WRENCH, Morges, Me MEADOWS, 
Janus, Mr F. MATTHEWS, Biker, Mr EVANS, ai 
O'’Shocknessy, Mr POWER, . | Bitty Black, Mr KBRLBY, 
Lady Pedigree, Mrs TAYLEURE, ‘Mies Adlington, Mies HORTON, 
Miss Arlingten,. Miss T. ‘who will sing 
‘ My Father Land,’ and the Bavarian Broom Girl'e Song. 








